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swallowed these martyrs and passed them with its wheel that saves neither
old nor young.

However, the clear-sighted eye and the enlightened heart knows that these
sacrifices are the provisions of future generations for distant civi lisa tion s to
come. These stor ies, thes e sacr ific es and thes e examp les will remai n
as supe rcil ious signpost s upon the enti re journey of this Deen, for he who
wishes to make this journey from those wayfarers, or follow in the footsteps
of this righteous elite.

"All these are the ones whom Allah has guided, so follow their
guidance..."[Quran 6:90]

Indeed these exemplary individuals from the martyrs broke free from the
shackles and fetters of this material istic life to reach opulence and bliss,
and they came to the land of Afghanistan, living in the mountains of
Afghanistan, until Allah (SWT) honoured them with Martyrdom.

We ask Allah (SWT) to join us with them in the Highest Part of
Paradi se, with the Prophe ts, the Tru thful, the Mar tyrs and the
Righteous, and that he blesses us with Martyrdom in His Way, and that he
seals us with the Seal of Happiness, O Noble One.'
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Sheikh Abdullah Azzam said about Usama
Bin Ladin

"We ask All ah (SW T) to prot ect our brother , Abu Abd ul lah Usa ma
Bin Ladin; as for this man, my eyes have never ever seen a man like him in
the entire World."

"This man represents an entire nation."

"By Allah, I bear witness that I could not find an equal to him in the whole
of the Islamic World, so we ask Allah to protect his religion and his
wealth, and to bless him in his life."

"He lives in his house the life of the poor. I used to visit him at hishouse in
Jeddah whenever I used to go for Hajj or Umrah and I never found a
single table or chair in his house: all of his houses. Hewas married to four
wives and in all four of his houses, 1 never did see a single table or chair.
Any Jordani an or Egyptian labourer's house was better than the house of
Usama. At the same time, if you asked him for a million riyals (US$275,000)
for the Mujahideen, he would write you out a cheque for a million riyals on
the spot."

"Th e Afg han s wou ld see the Ara b as a man who had lef t his
commerce, employment and company behind in Saudi Arabia, or the
Arabian Gulf or Jordan, and had come to live a life of stale bread and tea
on the peaks of mountains. And they would see Usama BinLadin as a man
who had left behind his business deal of expanding the Sac red Mosque of
the Prophe t (SAWS) in Mad inah, to his br ot he rs , th er eb y fo rf ei ti ng
hi s sh ar e of it – SR 8m il li on (US$2.5million) – and throwing himself
into the thick of the battles."

"Usama went to one of his sisters and presented to her the fatwa of Sheikh
Ibn Taymiyyah regarding the obligation of spending on the Jihad, so she
took out her cheque book and wrote him a cheque of SR8mill ion
(US$2.5million ) immedia tely. The people said to her, `Have you gone
crazy? Eight million riyals in a single donation?'
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Many Muslim women tried to dissuade her; many Muslim men tried to
discourage her husband and they said to her, 'You live in a rented flat: it
will only cost you one million riyals (US$275,000) to build a house for
yourself, so why not spend one million of this donation for your own house?'
Therefore, she went to her brother, Usama, and consulted with him about
spending one million riyals on building a house for herself so Usama said to
her, 'By Allah, not even a single riyal ! You are living in a spaci ous flat
whils t other s are dying , unable even to find a tent to live in.'"

"Wheneve r he sits with you, you feel that he is a servant from amongst
the servants of the house, with his manners and manhood. By Allah, we have
found him to be like that. I said to Sheikh Sayyaf once, 'Keep this man with
you and forbi d him from enter ing the battles,' whereas he, on the other
hand, was always desperate to go and confront the enemy face-to-face."

"Believe me, whenever he would come to my house in Peshawar and I would
need to make a telephone call, he would go and get the telephone and place
it in front of me, to avoid me having to move from my place. Manners,
modesty, manhood: we ask Allah to protect him."

"The first time he invited me to his house was in Ramadan . At the time of
Maghrib, he brought in a plate full of rice containing a few bones with thin
streaks of meat on them, and two or three kebabs."

"Sayyid Diya', (an Afghan Commander of the Northern Alliance, a nep hew
of Sayya f and one of those who fought agains t the Mujahideen in the
US Crusade on Afghanistan that began in 2001), told a journalist from the
French newspaper, Le Monde, 'We knew that Usama was wealthy, but he
used to live amongst us a simple and meagre life. He was surrounded by the
Russians on two occasions: one of these occasions was during a battle that
lasted 24 days, and this is the longest battle that I have ever participated in,
in my entire lif e. Usama was sur rounded for seven days, on the peak
of a mountain, with 100 of his men. They were being subjected to extremely
heavy, continuous shelling from the Russians, so Usama ordered the wide-
open plains to be mined in order to cut the supply route of the Russi ans,
and then he attac ked the Russi ans on the seven th day, being victo rious
in the battl e. Usama and the Arabs were really brave, in truth – and since
that battle I have never seen a battle of that ferocity. To be honest with you,
we were very afraid of the continuous shelling upon us, and we were waiting


