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He welcomed him and sent him a car to meet him at the airport, and he left
the car at his disposal during his stay.

Most of the Islamic community in Venezuela were Palestinians, and
Pal est ini ans ten d to lov e Abu Amma r (Ya sir Ara fat ) and his
organisation. Sheikh Tameem intended to go there to speak about the
Islamic Jihad and Hamas, not about Yasir Arafat and the PLO. The Muslims
there were very ignorant about Islam, to the point that this Saudi
Ambassador had built a mosque and called it Masjid Al-Quds (Mosque of
Jerusalem). The Palestinians, however, changed its name to the Palestinian
Association, and turned it into a recreation centre, rather than a mosque!
When Sheikh Tameem saw this, he addressed the issue in his lectures, “The
name of this mosque is Masjid Al-Quds and Al-Quds (Jerusalem) is both the
heart and spiritual centre of Palestine.” They asked him his opinion on Abu
Ammar, and he was the type of person who could not conceal what was in
his heart, so he replied, “Who is this Abu Ammar? He is a political
deceiver.” They asked him, “Why do you say this?” He replied, “First and
foremost, Abu Ammar is a secularist, he does not call for Islam. Hamas are
the Palestinians who call for Islam. So if you want to support anyone,
support Hamas.” Furthermore, Sheikh Tameem only left Venezuela after the
mosque was returned to being a mosque and was once again called Masjid
Al-Quds.

It was then that I received a call from America saying, “A conference has
been organised in San Francisco for Muslims, and we would like to invite
you to attend it.” I told them, “I cannot attend it, for I have work to do
here . I will send you Shei kh Tameem inst ead, insh aAllah.” So Sheikh
Tameem went to America to reduce his weight, and to attend the
confe rence . The broth ers there said to him, “We will find you a doctor
here, who will see to your weight loss, inshaAllah , but we want to arran ge
a programme for the whole of the United States which will see you
travelling to a different State every weekend to deliv er a serie s of
lectu res.” He agreed, and thus he travelled every weekend to a different
state. He went to Arizona, to Tuscon....last weekend his lectures were in
Orlando, Florida. It was in this journey that his eternal journey began.


