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How should a Muslim settle and be calm
While the Muslim women are with the assaulting enemy?
Saying, if we feared a scandal
Through the rumours, "If only we were not born."

His Last Journey

His last journey took him from Nige ria to Egyp t to Yemen to Qata r to
Americ a, and it was in Americ a that he decid ed to remain for three
months. He said to me, “I will only come back to Afghani stan when my
weight is down to 90 kg, for I want to participate in battles. Then, perhaps,
Allah will grant me Martyrdom on the Land of Glory and Honour, during
combat on the battlef ield” He used to phone us now and agai n,
reas suri ng us that all was well and he was losi ng weight, “I los t 10 kg
/ 5 kg / 20 kg,” he wou ld say. In Amer ica , he also taught the youn g
Mus lims and they began to comp ete to book him for lectu res in the
Islami c centr es in their local ities . It reached a point whe re he was
booked for con ference programmes which were to be hel d eve ry
week end unt il the midd le of Octobe r. The con ferences sold out, and
many peopl e could not obtai n ticke ts, even though they were trying to
book months in advance!

We sen t him to Nigeri a to inaugu rat e an exh ibi tion on the Afghan
Jihad . There he became the talk of the town. Niger ia only ever heard
about the Jih ad from the mout h of She ikh Tameem. He began to be
broadcast on the telev ision , and was writt en about in the newspapers .
From Niger ia, his plane stopp ed in Egypt. There , he was taken by the
sec uri ty offic ial s for quest ioning , for they no ti ced he had man y
Pakistani visas in his passport. They asked him, “What do you do in
Pakistan?”

Sheikh Tameem replied, “I am not in Pakistan, I am in Afghanistan. I work
with the Mujahideen there. I am a frank person so ask what you lik e and
I wil l rep ly fra nkl y.” They sai d, “Ar e the re any Egyptians there?” He
replied, “Many.” They asked, “What are their names?” He replied, “Take
notes: Abu Hurairah, Abu Musab, Abu Anas ...” They said , “O Shei kh
Tameem, are you tryi ng to make a fool out of us? We want their real
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names.” He said, “By Allah, I do not know their real names, and by Allah,
even if I did know them, I would not give you a single name. Am I mad to
give you the names of the men who fight with me in the Jihad?!” They said,
“What do you think we are we going to do to them? Why are you scared to
give us their names?” He replied, “I know what you will do: you will throw
them into prison for many months and torture them. There used to be a
brother with us called Abu Haneefah. He came to you and you put him in
pri son for fou r mon ths . Tha t is wha t you wil l do to the other s.” They
ask ed, “Whe re is Abu Han eef ah now?” She ikh Tameem repl ied,
“He retu rned to Afghanis tan to figh t with us.” They sai d, “So you
see , She ikh Tameem, we rel eased him .” He replied, “Only after you did
what you did to him.”

The n they sai d to him, “Do you kno w Muh amm ad Shawq i Al -
Islambuli?28” He replied, “Who doesn't know the brother of the heroic
martyr Khalid Al-Islambuli?!” They said, “Heroic martyr?” He said,
“Yes, heroi c marty r.” Bear in mind that he was saying all of this to the
security officials in Cairo Airport, who had his passport and who had him
und er the ir con tro l. The n he bec ame bol der and said, “I want a
licence from you to speak about the Afghan Jihad in the mosques of
Egypt.” They said, “The situation of the country does not permit it.” He
said, “Then give me the address of Sheikh Kishk and Sheik h Al -
Mah lawi. ” The y sai d, “We do no t kno w their addr ess. ” And
imagine the reac tion of the Secr et Se rvic es – inst ead of him being
under their contr ol, they fell under his contr ol! When he died, - may
Allah have Mercy on him – by Allah, it was as though many strong
frontlines had been brought down and destroyed. It was as though my right
hand was cut off. The news of his death struck on my hear t like a
thunderbolt, for nobody coul d take the plac e of Sheikh Tameem.

In Egypt, he went searching for the mosque of Al-Mahlawi in Alexandria.
He finally found it, so he went and prayed with him the Friday Prayer. After
the prayer, he held the microphone in his hand and gave a speech which
lasted an hour-and-a-half, about the Afghan Jihad. The masses of Alexandria
began to gather around him like the waves of the pounding sea. He said, "I
never saw this reaction for one of my speeches, in my entire life....the

28 Brother of Khal id Al-Is lambul i, the Egyptian Army Office r who assassinated Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat in 1981 and was subsequently executed
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people ....how they poured around me." He left Egypt the same day, so by
the time the Security Officials came looking for him, he was already gone.

From Egypt, he went to Yemen and also delivered lectures there. However,
there he caught Malaria, which interrupted his scheduled lectures. From
Yemen he moved to Qatar. From Qatar he phoned me and said, "My weigh t
has increased again , and to be hones t with you , I cannot sta y in
Peshawar, for I wan t to ent er the bat tle s instead. My weight, however, is
preventing me from fighting in the Way of Allah so I have to go somewhere
to reduce my weight. The brother s here in Qatar have found me a doctor
in Czechos lovakia that will help me accomplish this. I am 155kg now, and I
want to go down to 90kg so that I can take part in battles."

I thought about it and said to myself, ‘If Sheikh Tameem goes to
Cze cho slo vak ia for thr ee mon ths , whe re the re is no Isl ami c
commun ity , no you th, no Isl amic cen tre s, then he wil l fee l lonely .
And Sheikh Tameem is not the type who is able to remain silen t; he
will talk again st Communism and he will attac k Russi a.’ So I said to
him , “Sheikh Tameem, I cannot see you going to Czechoslo vak ia.
Some broth ers have told me that they know who you are in Russi a ,
but as for Czechoslovakia we do not know, they may also know who
you are . If they do, they wil l hand you over to Russia . By Allah, thi s
fa ct or cannot be el im inat ed fr om your deci si on . Bu t more
importantly is the fact that you will be living alone for three months, cut
off from the World, with no connection to the Muslims. This is another
problem . Instead , I advise you to go to America, for there are thousands
of broth ers there who know you and love you, and who would race to
serve you. You will find compa nionship with them, and they will delight
in your staying amongst them.”

Thus , he went to Ameri ca. He visi ted most of the Stat es ther e,
delivering lectures to the Muslim youth. Then he telephoned me and said,
"The brothers in Canada want me to give lectures there, as do the brothers
in Venezuela and Brazil." I told him that he could go wherever he liked, so
he went to Venezuela, and found that people there had not even heard of
Islam. He found communities which had forgotten Islam totally. There was
a virtuous Saudi man working as an Ambassador in Venezuela – may Allah
keep him in goodness –Sheikh Bakr Khamees, who knew Sheikh Tameem.
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He welcomed him and sent him a car to meet him at the airport, and he left
the car at his disposal during his stay.

Most of the Islamic community in Venezuela were Palestinians, and
Pal est ini ans ten d to lov e Abu Amma r (Ya sir Ara fat ) and his
organisation. Sheikh Tameem intended to go there to speak about the
Islamic Jihad and Hamas, not about Yasir Arafat and the PLO. The Muslims
there were very ignorant about Islam, to the point that this Saudi
Ambassador had built a mosque and called it Masjid Al-Quds (Mosque of
Jerusalem). The Palestinians, however, changed its name to the Palestinian
Association, and turned it into a recreation centre, rather than a mosque!
When Sheikh Tameem saw this, he addressed the issue in his lectures, “The
name of this mosque is Masjid Al-Quds and Al-Quds (Jerusalem) is both the
heart and spiritual centre of Palestine.” They asked him his opinion on Abu
Ammar, and he was the type of person who could not conceal what was in
his heart, so he replied, “Who is this Abu Ammar? He is a political
deceiver.” They asked him, “Why do you say this?” He replied, “First and
foremost, Abu Ammar is a secularist, he does not call for Islam. Hamas are
the Palestinians who call for Islam. So if you want to support anyone,
support Hamas.” Furthermore, Sheikh Tameem only left Venezuela after the
mosque was returned to being a mosque and was once again called Masjid
Al-Quds.

It was then that I received a call from America saying, “A conference has
been organised in San Francisco for Muslims, and we would like to invite
you to attend it.” I told them, “I cannot attend it, for I have work to do
here . I will send you Shei kh Tameem inst ead, insh aAllah.” So Sheikh
Tameem went to America to reduce his weight, and to attend the
confe rence . The broth ers there said to him, “We will find you a doctor
here, who will see to your weight loss, inshaAllah , but we want to arran ge
a programme for the whole of the United States which will see you
travelling to a different State every weekend to deliv er a serie s of
lectu res.” He agreed, and thus he travelled every weekend to a different
state. He went to Arizona, to Tuscon....last weekend his lectures were in
Orlando, Florida. It was in this journey that his eternal journey began.
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A Soul Parts this World

He had taken his family to America with him, and Allah – the Mighty and
Majestic – decreed that his death should come to him in Orlando, Florida.
On 17 Rabi Al-Awwal 1410AH (18 October 1989), the series of lectures he
was giving in Orlando was interrupted by a fatal heart attack. He was
making his way to the venue where he was schedul ed to give his lecture ,
but he had a heart attack on the way there. They called out to him, but he
did not respond , so they took him to hospi tal. He had only been out of
hospi tal for less than 24 hours, for the previous day he was also in hospital.
The first time he suff ered a hear t atta ck was in Qata r, but it was very
minor and, Prais e be to Allah , he recovered from it the same day. This
was a month and a half ago. A few days later in Qatar he suffered another
minor heart attack, then he went to America. In America, it would seem
that he overexerted himself with all the travelling and lectures, so he had a
heart attack. He was taken to hospi tal, where he was restored to health,
but he still insisted on delivering his scheduled lecture the following day.
However, on the way there, he had another heart attack and was once more
taken to hospi tal. By the time he arrived at the hospi tal, his soul had
been seized by the Angel of Death - may Allah have Mercy on him and
accept him amongst the righteous.

I was in Sada the day before, so when I heard of the news of Sheikh
Tameem's death, I went to Sheikh Sayyaf immediately and told him the sad
news. He responded, “The loss of Sheikh Tameem is more hurtful to me than
the destruction of an entire battlefront.” Whoever observed the Sheikh –
may Allah have Mercy on him – and paid attention to his influence on the
Islamic World, and whoever saw him defending the Jihad , would
under stand the words of Sheikh Sayyaf: the fall of this Lofty Mountain
was, indeed, greater on the Mujahideen than the destruction of an entire
battlefront.

Florida, Allah granted you your desire and you passed on to Him. Amongst
you now are people who witnessed the events which took place when his
wife stood by his side bidding farewell. There is Abu Tariq, who saw
everything with his own eyes. Umm Yasir stood by the lifeles s body of her
husband and said. “To the Paradis e, O Abu Yasir ! We will meet there .
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You depar ted from this World with an envi ous posi tion . You left us as
orph ans and wido ws. O hero of Islam, O you who affected the people and
protested against their injustices. You have departed, a departure after
which there is no turn.” Abu Tariq said, “The eyes of Sheikh Tameem's body
filled with tears, and they began to fall down his face. His wife began to dry
the tears from his face, and then I came and I dried the rest.”

The only friend in every town
When the aims increase, the helpers decrease

Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) heard a woman saying on the day that Khalid
bin Al-Waleed (RA) died:

You are better than a thousand, thousand men
When the faces of men suppress
Courage, you are more courageous than a lion
Atrophied sadness, father of his cubs
A hunter who moves in the mountains

Umar – may Allah be pleased with him – asked, "Who is she?" He was
told that she was Khalid's mother. So he turned to her and said, "You have
spoken the truth. Abu Sulaiman (the nickname of Khalid bin Al-Waleed) was
indeed as you described him."

It was also narrated from Umar (RA) that he was approached by men who
told him, “The women of the Al-Waleed family have gathered in Khalid's
house and are crying and lamenting his death. If only you wou ld reproach
them.” Umar (RA) rep lied to them, “There is nothi ng wrong with the
women of the Al-Waleed famil y shedd ing their tears over Khalid, as long
as they are not putting sand on their heads or screaming with loud voices.”

As Umar – may Allah be pleased with him – said, then may Allah also
bless Abu Yasir, for he too was as Umm Khalid described, and there is
nothing wrong with the women of the Al-Adnani family shedding their tears
over Abu Yasir, as long as they are not putting sand on their heads or
screaming with loud voices.

Ano the r of the mir acl es tha t occ urr ed was the emi ssi on of a
perfumed smell from his body, which diffused through the entire area. The
second day after his death, whilst the body was still in Ameri ca, it was



56

plac ed in a hous e and was emit ting a perf umed scent. People who visited
the house said to the house-owners, “It looks like you have used some
perfume or scent on the body?” They replied, “No, by Allah, we have not
applied anything like that to the body.”

In Pakistan, we telephoned Sheikh Bin Baz and Sheikh Abdur-
Raz zaq Al -Afi fi to ask if it was all owe d for us to bury him in a
cof fin . It had been on a jou rney of 42 hou rs, from Orlando to New
York to Islamabad to Peshawar . Sheikh Bin Baz said that if his body
has changed or is emitting a smell, then there is nothing wrong with
burying him in a coffin. Sheikh Abdur -Razzaq Al-Afifi said that it was
obvious that the body must have changed by now and would be emitting an
odour, so out of respect for the dead person, it is better to bury him in a
coffin. I used to fear that on this fifth day, his body would change and
become hard, but all Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, it did not
change.

His body was received at Peshawar Airport by multitudes of people and then
brought to the Pabi Graveyard of Martyrs. A large assembly of Arab and
Afghan Mu jahi deen accompa ni ed hi s fune ra l procession. Sheikh
Sayyaf prayed over it then gave a brilliant speech, in which he commented ,
“The news of his Martyrdom affected my soul more than the news that a
strong front-line had fallen.”

May Allah have Mercy on Sheikh Tameem, and gather us with him in the
Highest Garden of Paradise. We pray that Allah – the Mighty and Majesti c
– protect s his soul in Paradis e, in the hearts of green birds that fly
wherever they desire, and then retire to lamps under His Throne. I say these
words of mine and I seek Allah's Forgiveness for me and for you. All Glory
and Praise is to You, I bear witness that there is no god but You, I seek
Your Forgiveness and I turn to You in Repentance.

Sheikh Tameem and Martyrdom

Sheikh Tameem's greatest hope, which teased him in his dreams, and never
left his mind, was for Allah to seal his life on this World with Martyr dom.


