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that he would not mention his name. The Sheikh then said to his
congregation, So whilst I am telling you this story, I am unable to tell you
who this man is, even though he is sitting amongst you, for he made me
swear by Allah that I would not do so!’”

Working Life

Sheikh Tameem completed university then went searching for work. In
those days, the only real possibilit y of working as an accountant was in a
bank. His sis ter ’s husband, who was also his cousin , happened to be
the Direc tor-General of many banks in the Arab World , so he said to
him “O Sheikh Tameem, I would like to offer you a job with my bank.
After a while I will promote you, and you will become, God willing, a
deputy for the Director of the bank with many branches in the Arab World.”
Although it was a very tempting offer, Sheikh Tameem declined the offer.
He would not even drink tea in his sister's house for a very long time,
because her husband worked in a bank! Thus, he and his sister became more
alienated. He would say to her, “I will not be of those who consume
Usury , or those who consume its products. Your husband deals with Usury
and Allah cursed whoever consumes Usury or deals with it, or gives it, or
receives it. Allah said they are all equal. Now, do you still want to feed me?”

Sheikh Tameem told me, "When I used to visit her, she would bring me the
best food, but I would not take it from her." Thus, he refused to work in a
bank and found a job instead, as a teacher. He was fluent in English because
his father made sure he learned it, for in those days English was very
sought after. There was a private school in Jenin, I can still remember its
name - Al-Madrassah Al-Arabiyyah – which was for both boys and girls.
Sheikh Tameem began to work there as an English teacher. I myself heard
at that time, for I was in Jenin, a rumour that a man named Tameem Al-
Adnani is teaching English in this school and he is very good at his subject.

Marriage

He noticed Umm Yasir amongst the other girls, for she was modestly
dressed and seemed religious. The reason he was able to notice her was
that Islamic dress was forbidden in Syria at that time. So to him, this girl
wearing a skirt which covered her knees, long socks, and cover ing her hair,


