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Usama Bin Ladin: Shaykh 'Abdallah 'Azzam, may God have mercy on his soul, is a man 
worth a nation. After his assassination, Muslim women proved to be unable to give birth 
to a man like him. The people of jihad who lived that epoch know that Islamic Jihad in 
Afghanistan has not benefited from anyone as it has from Shaykh 'Abdallah 'Azzam. He 
instigated the nation from the farthest east to the farthest west. During that blessed jihad, 
the activities of Shaykh 'Abdallah 'Azzam, may god bless his soul, as well as the 
activities of our brother mujahidin in Palestine, particularly Hamas, increased. His books, 
particularly his book The Verses of the Merciful, began to enter Palestine and instigate 
the nation for jihad against the Jews. The shaykh proceeded from the narrow, regional, 
and often city atmosphere that was familiar to Islamists and shaykhs, to the larger Islamic 
world and began to instigate this Islamic world  We and the shaykh were in one boat, as 
is known to you, together with our brother Wa'il Jalidan.  

A plot was concocted to assassinate all. We were very careful not to be together all the 
time. I often asked the shaykh, may God have mercy on his soul, to stay away from 
Peshawar in (Sada) due to the increasing plots, especially since one or two weeks earlier 
a bomb was discovered in the mosque where the shaykh lived in Sab' al-Layl. The Jews 
were mostly harmed by Shaykh 'Abdallah 'Azzam's movement. It is believed that Israel, 
together with some of its Arab agents, were the ones who assassinated the shaykh. As for 
this accusation, I think that it is being promoted today by the Jews, Americans, and some 
of their agents. However, this is not worth a response. It is illogical for a person to chop 
off his head and the one who was in the field knows the extent of the strong relationship 
between me and Shaykh 'Abdallah 'Azzam. This accusation is silly and baseless. There 
was no competition [between me and him]  Shaykh 'Abdallah's field was that of call 
[da'wah] and instigation, while we were on the (Baktia) mountains in the interior. He sent 
us young people as well as directives. We did what he ordered us. We pray that God will 
accept him and his two sons, Muhammad and Ibrahim, as martyrs, and to compensate the 
nation by giving it one who can carry out the duty he used to perform.  

Ibrahim: This was a phenomenon that was considered healthy by all those opposing 
occupation and colonialism, even if this colonialism was by a friendly state like the 
Soviet Union at that time. When the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan came to an end, a 
large number of the volunteers maintained fighting as part of their lifestyle. They diverted 
their attention from fighting a non-Muslim foreign occupier to an attempt to topple 
regimes in Arab and Islamic states, which they did not consider sufficiently Islamic. 
Those Arab nationals were called the Afghan Arabs or Arab Afghans. Some of them 
returned to Algeria, Egypt, Yemen, and other states and tried to do so. They originally 
came from middle-class society and had some degree of knowledge and education. They 
had an ambition to be something in this life through public service, educational 
excellence, or vocational prominence. When they faced obstacles to the attainment of 
their ambition, which I think was legitimate, they either left their country in search of 
other opportunities abroad, or began to question the legitimacy of the regime, which does 
not allow them to fulfill this legitimate ambition.  

[Valyenkov, commander of Russian ground troops in Afghanistan during the Russian 
invasion of the country, speaking in Russian with superimposed Arabic translation] We 


