
stood up to an unjust ruler and rebuked him and the ruler had him killed." This Hadith 

was transmitted by Al-Tarmadhi. 

He remarked: "This shows the momentous status of promoting virtue and prohibiting vice 

in Islam. It is an obligation to denounce sin and injustice in society even in the face of a 

Muslim ruler who is unjust or corrupt. If the ruler is a non-believer, one may not be silent 

at all about him. He should not continue to be ruler. It is an obligation to the entire nation 

to rise against him."
30

He also said: "Oh Muslims: Jihad is your life and pride. Your existence is fatefully linked 

to jihad. Preachers, you have no worth under the sun unless you carry your weapons and 

exterminate the tyrants, infidels, and unjust rulers. 

"Those who imagine that God's religion can triumph without jihad, combat, blood, and 

torn limbs are deluding themselves and do not understand the nature of this religion."
31

Such a man was Shaykh Abdallah Azzam, the mentor of the age, the mujahid allamah 

and martyr--as we pray to God to accept him. The document's author said the following 

about him in his book the Compilation. 

"I have seen Islamic groups that refused to let Shari'ah be the arbiter in settling their 

disputes although they advocate Shari'ah rule and declare that their groups were only 

established to fight those who govern by laws other than Shari'ah. Yet when they are 

invited to abide by God's judgment, they turn away. They deserve to be fought more than 

their rulers. God said: 'When it is said to them: Come to what God hath revealed, and to 

the Messenger, Thou seest the hypocrites avert their faces from thee in disgust' [Koranic 

verse; the Women 4:61]. God so willed it that I was an arbiter among parties one of 

whom was a famous preacher. When the rightful judgment was made, he evaded it and 

refused to fulfill his obligation. I said: God will not grant us our wish of having an 

Islamic government until we accept God's judgment among us. God said: 'Verily never 

will God change the condition of a people until they change it themselves' [Koranic 

verse; Al-Ra'd 13:11]."
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Nevertheless it is only fair to state that this was not his original opinion of Shaykh 

Abdallah Azzam. He authored his message "Comment on a Commentary" to defend 

Shaykh Abdallah Azzam's book "Defending Muslim Lands Is the Greatest Obligation of 

the Notables." He defended the book after Shaykh Safar al-Hawali criticized it. Time then 

passed and new events occurred. The whole incident is described in some detail in 

section 17. 

--Shaykh Abu-Yusuf al-Muritani, the martyr of Kandahar, may he rest in peace. He 

studied under Mauritania's ulema and then under the scholars of the Arabian Peninsula. 

He then emigrated to Afghanistan and worked as a teacher at Kandahar's Arabic 
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