
--The martyr--as we hope he is--Abd-al-Qadir Awdah, may he rest in peace, who 

authored the great encyclopedic treatise "Criminal Law Based on Shari'ah" and "Islam 

and our Legal Code." 

--The martyr--as we hope he is--Sayyid Qutb, may he rest in peace, a symbol of firmness 

and purity in this era. Generations learned steadfastness by his example. 

--Shaykh Muhammad Hamid al-Fiqi, may he rest in peace, who in his commentary on the 

book of monotheism ruled that anyone who accepts the judgment of secular laws is an 

infidel. 

--Allamah Shaykh Muhammad Khalil Hiras, may he rest in peace. I petitioned him at his 

home in Tanta around the year 1974. I do not remember the exact date. He ruled that the 

Egyptian regime was apostate and should be overthrown by anyone able to do so. I 

discussed with him other issues including Shari'ah judgment on fighting the Jews in the 

Egyptian army for those who are coerced to do so. I presented him with the clues I had 

found in the writings of Imam al-Shafi'I, Shaykh al-Islam Ibn-Taymiyyah, and Shaykh 

Muhammad Abd-al-Wahhab, may they rest in peace. He endorsed my findings and 

expressed pleasure that young men like myself were able to find these clues and read 

those references.

--Shaykh Abd-al-Razzaq Afifi, may he rest in peace, member of the Saudi Committee of 

Senior Ulema. I spoke to a reliable person who had petitioned him for an opinion about 

Husni Mubarak's regime. The shaykh ruled that Mubarak was more of an infidel than the 

pharaoh. He told him the following: It is not merely an obligation to rebel against him but 

indeed anyone who does not call for rebelling against him is a sinner. 

--Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il, may he rest in peace. He gave a momentous testimony in 

court during the Al-Jihad Organization trial. He said that when Al-Sadat declared that 

there should be no religion in politics and no politics in religion, he revealed that he was 

no longer a Muslim. Abu-Isma'il recounted his unsuccessful efforts through his 

membership in the People's Assembly to have Shari'ah implemented but he finally 

despaired. He recorded his momentous testimony in his book "Testimony." 

--Shaykh Abdallah Azzam, a martyr--as we hope--may he rest in peace. He was the 

generation's mentor in action and knowledge. He declared that governments ruling in 

accordance with man-made laws were apostate. On this issue he wrote a treatise called 

"The Creed and its Influence on Building a New Generation." He left a great legacy of 

religious knowledge and the advocacy of the faith. His disciples collected this legacy in 

four large volumes full of incitement to conduct jihad against the Americans, the Jews, 

and the occupiers of Muslim lands. 

Here I will cite a collection of his great sayings, may he rest in peace, inciting the nation 

to jihad and sacrifice. He said: "In my view nothing relieves a Muslim from the 

responsibility of abandoning jihad and turning away from fighting in the cause of God, 

whether he is advocating the faith, writing books, or educating others. I maintain that this 

applies to every Muslim on earth. Every Muslim who abandons the rifle will carry the 

weight of sin for that. Anyone who goes to his Maker without the rifle in his hand will 



meet God as a sinner because he abandoned combat. Fighting today is the individual 

obligation of every Muslim on earth."
19

May he rest in peace, he also said: "We should be aware of this Shari'ah rule. He who 

befriends the Americans is an infidel, who befriends the Jew is a Jew, and who befriends 

the Christian is a Christian." "And he amongst you that turns to them for friendship is of 

them" [Koranic verse; Al-Ma'idah 5:51]. "O ye who believe, if any from among you turns 

back from his Faith, soon will God produce a people whom He will love as they will love 

Him" [Koranic verse; Al-Ma'idah 5:54]. This means that befriending Jews and Christians 

is an apostasy that expels one from faith and distances him from this religion.
20

He said: "They used to tell Sayyid
21

: Oh Sayyid, why do you not submit a petition for 

mercy? He answered: The index finger that bears witness to God's Oneness during 

prayers refuses to write a single letter endorsing a tyrant's rule. Why should I submit a 

petition? If I have been convicted justly, I accept the judgment but if I have been 

convicted unjustly, I am bigger than to ask the false one for mercy. 

"The masses are influenced by such examples. They follow them and emulate them. But 

why would you emulate someone whose nature you do not know? He constantly changes 

skin and supports this ruler, prince, or official. Why would the people imitate him? Even 

if he possesses the knowledge of the ancients and the contemporaries, how could the 

people emulate such a man? 

"I ask you in the name of God, who among you heard Karim al-Anaduli's summation in 

court? Did you hear it? That brief summation can have an impact that will last for 

centuries, more so than the writings of Al-Azhar shaykhs for 10 centuries. Whenever I 

hear it, I am greatly moved. A young man stands and faces the court. It is not a case of 

the Military Technical College or the case of Salih Sariyah or Karim al-Anaduli but the 

case of Islam, which is being slaughtered in Egypt. It is the case of Ahmad Ibn-Hanbal 

and Al-Izz Ibn-Abd-al-Salam, Hasan al-Banna, and Sayyid Qutb, etc. 

"I never heard a more powerful summation from a young man, a young man!. Karim al-

Anaduli was killed but his words continue to echo in our ears. I was much more affected 

by what Karim al-Anaduli said than by all that Al-Azhar shaykhs have said, even though 

I am one of Al-Azhar's shaykhs. Whose words have had more impact, the words of 

Khalid al-Islambuli [Al-Sadat's assassin] or the words of all the world's shaykhs? Khalid 

had a greater impact because Islam will not triumph except by these specimens. Islam, 

my brothers will not triumph except by sacrifices. It will not triumph through 

philosophical talk, roundabout talk, deception, misleading statements, and pretentious 

claims like "I fooled the security services."
22

May he rest in peace, he said: "This religion was sent as a general message to all 

humanity. It declared that its scope of action is the human being, each human being, on 

earth. Hence, jihad is a necessary adjunct that adheres to it whenever we wish to carry 

19 The martyr Abdullah Azzam, 'In Life and Martyrdom,' page 18. 
20 'On Jihadist Upbringing and Foundations,' Third Hardcover, page 29. 
21 Referring to the martyr, whom we consider as such, Sayyid Qutb, may God have mercy upon him. 
22 In the shadow of the [Koranic] Verse of Al-Tawbah, page 18 to 20. 



this message to the people or spread it in the world because major obstacles based on 

Jahiliyah [originally pre-Islamic Age of Ignorance, but here it is a non-Islamic 

worldview] will stand in Islam's way. 

"Huge political, social, economic, ethnic, and geographical obstacles will stand in its way. 

No religion that was revealed to save humanity can stay with its hands tied, preaching 

only by word of mouth, leaving weapons only to Jahiliyah, because Jahiliyah itself will 

act to defend its existence and uproot Islam." "Fain would they extinguish God's light 

with their mouths" [Koranic verse; Al-Tawbah 9:32]. 

"Whether Jahiliyah acts or not, Islam should act on its own, under its own drive, which is 

necessary for the law of checks and counterchecks." "And did not God check one set of 

people by means of another, the earth would indeed be full of mischief, but God is full of 

bounty to all the worlds" [Koranic verse; Al-Baqarah 2:251]. 

"It is the law of check and countercheck that maintains a good life. Otherwise life will 

stagnate and rot and corruption will appear between the land and the sea as a result of the 

people's deeds." "The unbelievers are protectors one of another: Unless ye protect each 

other, there will be tumult and oppression on earth, and great mischief" [Koranic verse; 

Al-Anfal 8:73]. 

"This means that if there is no mutual allegiance among all groups of believers, combined 

with jihad and migration in the cause of God, the worship of idols will spread throughout 

the earth."
23

Speaking about Marwan Hadid and Ibrahim al-Yusuf, he said: "Advocacy does not 

triumph except by such specimens and cannot survive except by passing the test of 

ordeals. These specimens go through the fire of ordeal and become the solid foundation 

by which this religion triumphs. They become the pivotal points in guiding major 

nations."
24

May he rest in peace, he said: "This religion came through the sword, rose by the sword, 

will persist by the sword, and will be lost if the sword is lost. This religion is a religion of 

prestige, awe, strength, and dignity. Weakness about religion is a crime whose perpetrator 

deserves hellfire." "When angels take the souls of those who die in sin against their souls, 

they say: In what plight were ye? They reply: Weak and oppressed were we in the earth. 

They say: Was not God's earth spacious enough for you to move yourselves away from 

evil? Such men will find their abode in hell. What an evil refuge it is"
25

 [Koranic verse; 

Al-Nisa 4:97]. 

He also said: "The popular jihadist movement, with its long way, bitter hardships, huge 

sacrifices, and tremendous burdens, purifies the soul. The soul then rises above life's 

minor disagreements and desires. Grudges evaporate, the souls are refined, and the 

23 Lessons and Discernment for Jihad in Modern Times, pages 6 and 7. 
24 'Fee Zilal Surat al-Tawbah' page: 21 to 25 
25 'Zikryat Falastine' page:17 



convoy proceeds from the lowlands to the loftiest peaks far from the odorous mud and 

the strife over personal goals. Along the way of jihad, leaders emerge, competent persons 

able to contribute and make sacrifices come forward, and courageous, devoted men 

appear.

"[First three Muslim caliphs] Abu-Bakr, Umar, and Uthman, may their souls find favor 

with God, became prominent only through their majestic deeds and generous sacrifices. 

Abu-Bakr did not need an election campaign when the community unanimously chose 

him as the prophet's caliph after the messenger of God's soul departed to its Maker in 

heaven. The nation looked around it and found no better man than Abu-Bakr, may his 

soul find favor with God. A nation that carries out jihad and makes dear sacrifices will 

reap a bountiful fruit. It is not easy for such a nation to easily abandon what it gained by 

sweat and blood. Those who seize power and then lie heavily on the people's hearts 

through Communiqué Number One of a military coup that is planned behind the scenes at 

foreign embassies will find it easy to abandon everything. 

"'He who takes the land without war 

"'Will find it easy to abandon it later on.' [end of poetry] 

"A jihadist nation that is led by exceptional men who emerge during the long jihadist 

process will not abandon its leaders or scheme to overthrow them. It is not easy for its 

enemies to make this nation doubt the struggle of its heroes. The long jihadist movement 

makes all members of the nation feel that they all have paid the price and made sacrifices 

to establish an Islamic society. Hence they remain loyal defenders of the new society, 

which the nation suffered hardship to produce. Islamic society needs rebirth and this 

needs hard, painful labor."
26

May he rest in peace, Shaykh Azzam used to urge young men not to surrender to the 

security forces but to resist them even if they get martyred in the process. 

He used to say: "He who is killed defending his property is a martyr, he who is killed 

defending his life is a martyr, he who is killed defending his religion is a martyr, and he 

who is killed defending his kinfolk is a martyr." 

He was quoting the prophet in this Hadith, which was transmitted by Abu-Dawud, Al-

Tarmadhi, Al-Nisa'i, and Ahmad citing Sa'id Bin-Zayd. 

In Islamic jurisprudence this is called repulsing the marauder who uses force to assault 

people's honor, lives, and property. The heads of the four schools of Islam are of the 

unanimous opinion that a marauder who assaults people's honor should be repulsed. The 

majority of ulema believes that he who assaults lives or property should be repulsed, 

which is the same view of Al-Maliki's and Al-Shafi'i's Schools of Islam. This should be 

done even if the marauder kills the Muslim defender as a result. Al-Jassas said: "We 

know no one who disagrees with the view that if a man draws his sword to kill another 

26 'Al-Zakha'ir Al-Izam' Chapter 1 page 179 to 194, I copied it  from ' The Call for a Global Islamic 

Resistance' page: 1591 to 1592. 



without rightful cause, the other Muslim should kill him." Ibn-Taymiyyah said: "After the 

initial obligation to believe, there is no greater duty than to repulse a marauding enemy." 

Ignorance of this Shari'ah rule has cost the Muslims many victims. A police informant 

used to come and take a man's wife away in the middle of the night but the man would 

not kill him out of fear of shedding another Muslim's blood.
27

May he rest in peace, he used to say: "Someone might ask: Are we permitted to kill a 

policeman who prays and fasts simply because he has come to take me to the police 

station? The unanimous opinion of Muslim jurists is that no one may surrender to another 

person who has come to violate his honor. Under [former Egyptian President] Abd-al-

Nasir the authorities used to come and throw a Muslim brother in jail for 20 years. They 

used to bring the man's wife and violate her honor in front of him. In this case, the 

unanimous jurist view is that he should not surrender until death." 

"The Muslim jurists' unanimous view is that repulsing the marauder who assaults honor 

is an obligation. If the police storm your house at night, with your wife in her sleeping 

clothes, raise the cover to see if you are there sleeping next to her, then your honor has 

been violated and thus you become a sinner in the eyes of God. The fact that the 

policeman prays and fasts should not preclude killing him."
28

May he rest in peace, he used to call on the Muslims, particularly the ulema, to speak 

truth to tyrannical, unjust power even if the speaker who wants to defend virtue and 

prohibit vice is martyred as a result. 

He used to say: "A believer conducts jihad with his sword and mouth." He was quoting a 

prophet's Hadith transmitted by Ahmad and Al-Tabarani citing Ka'b Bin-Malik. 

Jihad by word of mouth is when the ulema rule that jihad should be carried out even 

when it is against the sultan's wishes. It is hard to issue such a fatwa because it might cost 

the scholar his job, freedom, or life. For this reason only sincere, knowledgeable, and 

active ulema should be petitioned on matters of jihad. 

In his collection of major fatwas, Ibn-Taymiyyah said: "In matters of jihad one should 

rely on the opinion of those who have a sound knowledge of religion and also experience 

of the world. Those ulema who do not delve deep into matters of religion and examine 

only the surface and those who have no experience of the world should not be consulted." 

Someone who issues fatwas on matters of jihad should be able to make sincere 

deductions and be knowledgeable about the nature of the battle and the combatants
29

.

May he rest in peace, Shaykh Azzam said: "The prophet, may God's prayers and peace be 

upon him, said: The master of martyrs is Hamzah Bin-Abd-al-Muttalib or someone who 

27 'Ithaf Al-Ibad Bi Fadail Al-Jihad' page:8 
28 'Fee Al-Jihad Fiqh Wa Ijtihad' page:175 and 176 
29 'Ithaf Al-Ibad Bi Fadail  Al-Jihad' page 48 



stood up to an unjust ruler and rebuked him and the ruler had him killed." This Hadith 

was transmitted by Al-Tarmadhi. 

He remarked: "This shows the momentous status of promoting virtue and prohibiting vice 

in Islam. It is an obligation to denounce sin and injustice in society even in the face of a 

Muslim ruler who is unjust or corrupt. If the ruler is a non-believer, one may not be silent 

at all about him. He should not continue to be ruler. It is an obligation to the entire nation 

to rise against him."
30

He also said: "Oh Muslims: Jihad is your life and pride. Your existence is fatefully linked 

to jihad. Preachers, you have no worth under the sun unless you carry your weapons and 

exterminate the tyrants, infidels, and unjust rulers. 

"Those who imagine that God's religion can triumph without jihad, combat, blood, and 

torn limbs are deluding themselves and do not understand the nature of this religion."
31

Such a man was Shaykh Abdallah Azzam, the mentor of the age, the mujahid allamah 

and martyr--as we pray to God to accept him. The document's author said the following 

about him in his book the Compilation. 

"I have seen Islamic groups that refused to let Shari'ah be the arbiter in settling their 

disputes although they advocate Shari'ah rule and declare that their groups were only 

established to fight those who govern by laws other than Shari'ah. Yet when they are 

invited to abide by God's judgment, they turn away. They deserve to be fought more than 

their rulers. God said: 'When it is said to them: Come to what God hath revealed, and to 

the Messenger, Thou seest the hypocrites avert their faces from thee in disgust' [Koranic 

verse; the Women 4:61]. God so willed it that I was an arbiter among parties one of 

whom was a famous preacher. When the rightful judgment was made, he evaded it and 

refused to fulfill his obligation. I said: God will not grant us our wish of having an 

Islamic government until we accept God's judgment among us. God said: 'Verily never 

will God change the condition of a people until they change it themselves' [Koranic 

verse; Al-Ra'd 13:11]."
32

Nevertheless it is only fair to state that this was not his original opinion of Shaykh 

Abdallah Azzam. He authored his message "Comment on a Commentary" to defend 

Shaykh Abdallah Azzam's book "Defending Muslim Lands Is the Greatest Obligation of 

the Notables." He defended the book after Shaykh Safar al-Hawali criticized it. Time then 

passed and new events occurred. The whole incident is described in some detail in 

section 17. 

--Shaykh Abu-Yusuf al-Muritani, the martyr of Kandahar, may he rest in peace. He 

studied under Mauritania's ulema and then under the scholars of the Arabian Peninsula. 

He then emigrated to Afghanistan and worked as a teacher at Kandahar's Arabic 
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