
document's author once wrote a treatise defending that book after Shaykh Abdullah 

Azzam was martyred. He made that defense in response to Shaykh Safar Al-Hawali's 

comment on it. He called his treatise "A Comment on A Comment." He then asked me to 

deliver a copy of the treatise to Shaykh Azzam's disciples and inform them that it was a 

tribute from Al-Jihad Organization to the martyr. Today, however, he has reached the 

state he is in but one must thank God at any rate.

I will now mention those ulema's statements.  

a. Statements by scholars of the Hanafi School 

Imam Al-Kasani said: "If general mobilization is declared after an enemy attacks the 

country, then it becomes the individual duty of every single able-bodied Muslim to join 

the battle, based on God Almighty's command: 'Go ye forth, whether lightly or heavily 

equipped' [Koranic verse; the Repentance 9:41]. The Muslims used to say, I joined the 

battle in response to the general call. 

"God, may He be praised, said: 'It was not fitting for the people of Medina and the 

Bedouin Arabs of the neighborhood to refuse to follow God's messenger, nor to prefer 

their own lives to his' [Koranic verse; the Repentance 9:120]. It is a firm rule that it is 

obligatory to all to join the battle before the call to battle becomes general and because 

the obligation is lifted only when a sufficient number of mujahidin join. It is an 

obligatory duty just like prayer and fasting. The slave can join the battle without his 

master's permission and the wife without her husband's permission because to the slave 

and wife the obligatory acts of worship are exempted from the slave master and the 

husband's rights. A son is also permitted to join the battle without his parents' permission 

because the parents' right of obedience is not included in cases of obligatory duties like 

fasting and prayer. But God knows best."
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Ibn-Mawdud al-Mawsili, may he rest in peace, said: "Jihad is everyone's individual duty 

in case of a general call to battle. It is a collective duty when there is no general call and 

only a sufficient number of combatants are obligated to join. Fighting against the infidels 

is obligatory to every mature, able-bodied, free, and capable man. If the enemy attacks, 

every person should go out to help repulse the enemy. The woman and slave can join the 

battle without the husband's and the master's permission."
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Al-Zay'ali said: "When jihad is everyone's individual duty the woman and slave can join 

the battle without the husband's and the master's permission. This is so when there is a 

need for general mobilization. The husband's and master's rights to obedience are not 

observed in obligatory duties like prayer and fasting unlike the case when there is no 

general call to battle. In that case there is no need to suspend the husband's and master's 

rights. The son can also join the battle without his parents' permission."
121

119 'Badai'a al-Sanai'a Fi Tartib al-Sharai'a' - (Part 15/ p. 271 and 272) 
120 'Al-Ikhtiyar Lita'lil al-Mukhtar' -(Part 1/ p. 46) 
121 'Tabiin al-Haqa'iq Sharih Kanz al-Daqa'iq' (Part 9/ p. 266) 


